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This exhibition grew out of an art history class taught by Professor Alden Gordon entitled “The 
Sublime, the Picturesque and the Romantic,” which focused on 18th century art with special emphasis 
on the book arts and printing. Supported by a Mellon Foundation course development grant for 
information literacy, the class aimed at developing the students’ visual literacy as the ability to 
understand art images and objects in their broader cultural and intellectual context. 

Students were asked to select an illustrated book from the Watkinson Library printed during the 18th or 
early 19th century as the subject of their research project. Digital photographs were taken of selected 
illustrations and made accessible to students through the College network. The students could then refer 
to their images anytime online as well as consult the object directly in the Watkinson Library. 

 

  



  
CHECKLIST 

Musical Instruments 

  

Denis Diderot and Jean Le Rond d’Alembert, editors. Encyclopédie; ou Dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des 
arts et des métiers, par une société de gens de lettres. Recueil de planches, v. 5. Lutherie. Paris: Briasson, David, 
Le Breton, Durand, 1751-1765; plates 1762-1772. 

 Science

Denis Diderot and Jean Le Rond d’Alembert, editors. Encyclopédie; ou Dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des 
arts et des métiers, par une société de gens de lettres. Recueil de planches, v.1. Anatomie. Paris: Briasson, David, 
Le Breton, Durand, 1751-1765; plates 1762-1772. 

Caspar Wistar. A system of anatomy for the use of students of medicine. 3rd ed. with notes and additions by 
William Edmonds Horner. 2 v. Philadelphia: J. E. Moore, 1823. 

Charles Owen. An essay towards a natural history of serpents …the whole intermix'd with variety of entertaining 
digressions, philosophical and historical… illustrated with copper-plates, engraved by the best hands. London: 
Printed for the author, sold by John Gray, at the Cross-Keys in the Poultry, near Cheapside, 1742. 

  
A system of anatomy for the use of students of medicine                                              An essay toward a natural history of serpents 
 



Travel and Exploration

Jean Claude Richard de Saint Non. Voyage pittoresque, ou, Description des royaumes de Naples et de Sicile. Paris: 
[Imprimerie de Clousier,] 1781-86. 
4 v. 

James Stuart and Nicholas Revett. The antiquities of Athens measured and delineated by James Stuart ... and 
Nicholas Revett. London: Printed by J. Haberkorn, 1762-1830. 5 v.  

   

John Hawkesworth. An account of the voyages … for making discoveries in the Southern Hemisphere … performed
by Commodore Byron, Captain Wallis, Captain Carteret, and Captain Cook, in the Dolphin, the Swallow, and the 
Endeavor … illustrated with cuts and a great variety of charts and maps… 3 v. London: Printed for W. Strahan 
and T. Cadell, 1773. 

Thomas James. The history of the Herculean Straits, now called the Straits of Gibraltar … illustrated with several 
copper plates. 2 v. London: Printed by C. Rivington for the authour, 1771. 

 

Ignacio López de Ayala. The history of Gibraltar: from the earliest period of its occupation by the Saracens 
translated from the Spanish of Ignacio López De Ayala, with a continuation to modern times by James Bell. 
London: William Pickering, 1845.  

Samuel Turner. An account of an embassy to the court of the Teshoo Lama in Tibet. London: W. Bulmer, 1800. 



 Picturesque Scenery and Architecture of the British Isles

Edward Ledwich. Antiquities of Ireland. Dublin: Printed for Arthur Grueber, 1790. 

Francis Grose. The Antiquities of Ireland. 2 v. London: Printed for S. Hooper, 1791-97. 

 

William Combe. The history of the Abbey Church of St. Peter's, Westminster: its antiquities and monuments. 2 v. 
London: Printed for R. Ackermann by L. Harrison and J.C. Leigh, 1812. 

  

 
                                                                            Iron works at Colbrook Dale   

Phillippe-Jacques de Loutherbourg. The romantic and picturesque scenery of England and Wales, from drawings 
made expressly for this undertaking by P.J. de Loutherbourg … with historical and descriptive accounts of the 
several places of which views are given. Engraved by William Pickett, and coloured by John Clark. London: 
Printed for R. Bowyer by T. Bensley, 1805. 

  

 



Literature, Caricature and Satire

William Hogarth and John Trusler. The works of Mr. Hogarth moralized. London: J. Goodwin, [1830?]. 

William Hogarth and John Trusler. Hogarth moralized: being a complete edition og Hogarth’s works... with an 
explanation...and a comment on their moral tendency. (1st edition) London: S. Hooper...and Mrs. Hogarth, 1768. 

Daniel Defoe. The life and surprising adventures of Robinson Crusoe … with numerous engravings from drawings 
by George Cruikshank. 2 v. London: Shakspeare Press, 1831. 

Francis Grose. Rules for drawing caricaturas with an essay on comic painting. London: S. Bagster, [1788?]. 

   
The Merveilleuse The Intriguante 

John Joseph Stockdale. Fashion Dedicated to All the Town ; Illustrated by George Cruikshank. 3rd ed. London: 
Printed for J. J. Stockdale, 1818. 



  
                  Illustrated by George Cruikshank   

Metropolitan grievances, or, A serio-comic glance at minor mischiefs in London and its vicinity ... by One who 
thinks for himself. London: Printed by Charles Squire ... for Sherwood, Neely, and Jones, 1812. 

George Cruikshank. London Characters designed and etched by George Cruikshank. London: J. Robins, 1827. 
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Books and illustrations were selected and described by students in Art History 255 “The Sublime, the Picturesque 
and the Romantic” and co-curators Sally Dickinson, Special Collections Librarian, Watkinson Library, and Alden 
Gordon, Gwendolyn Miles Smith Professor of Art History. Philip Duffy, Director of Media Technology Services 
and Classroom Technology, photographed the illustrations and, along with Scott Vanek, Computing Resource 
Specialist in the Humanities, provided technical support. Special thanks to Doris Kammradt, Head Librarian for 
Collection Services and Instruction, and Jeffrey Kaimowitz, Head Librarian, Watkinson Library, for their support. 
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